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A glimpse of the construction work in progress at the future new library site, August 15.

Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Chad_Ghiron@csumb.edu

September will mark the start of many
more changes to the CSUMB campus.
The most highly anticipated project
remains the new library.
“Talks of a new library on campus have
been circulating as rumors for the past
three years but now seem to be within
view right when I leave,” Nicolas
Strubbie, a CSUMB alum said.
Standing four stories tall in the
southeast part of campus, the library
begins the second stage of the
Telecommunications Infrastructure
Upgrades project (TIU), “set to go
underway in next three to four weeks
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Campus construction
continues

and take approximately eighteen
months,” Niraj Dangoria, the associ
ated vice president of campus devel
opment and operations and the TIU
project, said.
The second stage of the TIU project
is divided into six smaller projects, “to
give local contractors the chance to
be more competitive; we have worked
hard to make the jobs available to local
companies,” Dangoria said.
The six projects include: new softball
and baseball fields, a field house for ath
letics adjacent to the existing stadium
area, tennis courts, and CSUMB’s first
lighted walkway starting at the gym and
ending at Intergarrison Rd.
A utility infrastructure project that

"Talks of a new library
on campus have been
circulating as rumors for
the past three years but
now seem to be within
view..."
-NICOLAS STRUBBIE, CSUMB ALUM.

will take over the sewer, water and gas
lines will also be constructed which will
result in most of the road closures over
the next 18 months.
A cogeneration plant with the capac
ity to generate 1MW of electricity, will
serve die needs of the university during
the mass construction. The heat recov
ered from the cogeneration process will
be used to generate hot water for heat
ing the campus buildings, which will in
turn, allow the campus to begin elimi
nating the antiquated boiler system, the
current provider of heat on campus.
A 2,000 foot long, 20 foot wide, curved
walkway will be constructed to define the
new “Campus Heart of Green” and make
Construction continued on page 3

Construction

...from page 2

the campus core more accessible.
The road to completing the construc
tion will be a long one full of unexpected
twists and turns but the pay off will
be grand for future CSUMB students.

For more campus con
struction information
and updates regarding
road closures and the
progress ofthe campus
upgrades go online at

cdo.csumb.edu.
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The Otter Realm and
the new age of journalism
Justin Klineman, Staff Writer
JUSTIN_KL1NEMAN@CSUMB.EDU

For many, a crisp, freshly-delivered
newspaper - whether it was as big
as the Wall Street Journal or as small
as the Salinas Californian - was as
much a morning staple as a hot cup
of java. But that was 10 years ago.
Since the late 1990s, journalism
has been rapidly evolving in response
to the comparatively far more rapid
evolution of technology - namely
the internet. As a result, journalism
in the 21st century is becoming

possible that newspapers are headed
for extinction. For the mean time,
however, newspaper companies are
striving to keep up with the times.
Richard Hertz, head of Hertz
Research, a Northern California
company that conducts public opin
ion polls, said that in making the
switch to the web, newspapers “are
going to be rearranged.
“It’s more of a question of news
papers adapting,” he continued, “not
going away. Instead of delivering
100 percent of their contents in the

“I want people to look at the new
Web site as a resource,” Joseph said,
who researched other universities’
online newspapers before construc
tion began on the new Web site.
“The last one was unorganized,
uninteresting, got very few hits and
a lot of people didn’t know or care
that it existed,” he continued.
The original Web site was created
two years ago for a capstone project
by a T-MAC student who focused
on the digitalization of journalism.
Unlike the original webmaster,

credible news sources easily acces
sible online is a step that will ulti
mately help to preserve journalistic
integrity, which has become increas
ingly jeopardized in this time of
technological transition. Cyberspace
phenomena such as “blogging”
and YouTube.com have provided
more opportunities for people who
Richard Hertz refers to as “pseudo
reporters” to cultivate propaganda.
“You just don’t know what the
source is and how confident people
are going to be in the news,” Hertz

The Otter Realm online
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more and more digitalized.
paper, they’re delivering some of
Although newspaper popularity their contents in the paper and some
was waning long before the inter on the web. But the paper will prob
net, the negative effects that the ably still be the centerpiece in a lot
introduction of radio and TV had on of ways.”
newspaper popularity are miniscule
“You’ll probably see faster break
in comparison to those of the inter ing news on the web. The web allows
net, according to an article in the for deeper reporting because the con
Economist.
tent is not limited to the paper itself in
In a study conducted by the World terms of space,” Hertz said.
Association of Newspapers, it was
In light of the fact that journalism
found that newspaper circulation is becoming increasingly digitalized,
decreased by 5 percent in America, Otter Realm staff members - primar
3 percent in Europe, and 2 percent ily Jennifer Kreider, a junior TMAC
in Japan from 1995 to 2003.
major and Otter Realm Editor in
While these statistics may not seem Chief Adam Joseph - have come
too drastic at first, they are consider together to create an entirely new
ing that, “in the 1960s, four out of Web site for the Otter Realm; one
five Americans read a paper every that is more user-friendly, aestheti
day,” but, “today only half do so,” cally attractive, up to date, and com
reported the Economist. Thus, when plete in comparison to the original
taking this trend into account, it is Otter Realm site.
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Joseph has stressed the importance
of content and design throughout the
creation of the new Web site.
“I want it to be easy to use and
make a person want to explore,” said
Joseph, who is confident that “it will
be an interesting site that people will
want to visit on a daily basis.”
The new Otter Realm Web site
will feature clear-cut sub-links to
articles categorized by subject, local
weather conditions, archives of past
Otter Realm issues, and links to sites
of other local newspapers - such as
the Salinas Californian, the Monterey
Herald, and the Monterey County
Weekly - and local musicians as
well. Joseph even hopes to have links
to radio streams of unbiased news
stations. “What comes to mind is
NPR or the BBC,” Joseph said.
Joseph’s attentiveness to making

said. “We might get to a point where
people say T don’t know who to
believe and most of this stuff is
unfiltered.’”
And although many people judge
credibility by name familiarity,
“polls say that some people do not
trust news organizations and insti
tutions in general.” Nevertheless,
Hertz continued, “probably, in the
end, everyone’s going to assemble
their own system” for obtaining and
sorting out information on the web.
“People will get more news from a
variety of sources because they are
available to them.”

Residential life delays east housing permits
Kimber Solana, Arts Editor
K1MBERREY_SOLANA@CSUMB.EDU

While most students were gone, bask
ing in the summer sun or visiting fam
ily, remaining students were caught
off-guard by the announcement of a
new controversial parking policy that
Residential Life planned to enforce by
the end of the summer.
But plans to enforce the parking per
mits have been postponed to spring 2007
after Residential Life saw the need to
have more communication with CSUMB
students to figure out solutions for con
cerns some students had with the policy.
“It is a goal of the Office of Residential
Life to continue to work with the East
Campus residents, and student orga
nizations and the new Upper Division
Housing Senator to develop a guest
parking policy,” said East Campus Area
Director, Joshua Goin in an e-mail

sent out to Frederick Park residents
a few weeks after the permits were
announced.
“If the program had been implemented
as designed, the fine for not displaying
a valid Frederick Park permit was $25
(same as on main campus). Vehicles
would not be towed for this offense,”
said Lt. Jay McTaggart of the University
Police Department.
The new policy would have required
for every documented and legal
Frederick Park residents to have a park
ing permit to be able to park on the
streets, parking lots, and their drive
ways. According to Residential Life, a
number of reasons led to the need of
such permits.
One reason, Residential Life was not
in compliance with a chancellor man
date instructing every resident to regis
ter their vehicles with Residential Life.
Another reason has been the concerns

of safety and inconvenience due to
the overly congested streets. Residents
have complained about having to park
far away because the spots are all taken
close to their apartments.
“Back in the military days, East
Campus housing were designed for
one car per family and were one-way
streets,” said Goin.
According to Goin, the need to know
who is living in student housing legally
and illegally was another main reason
for the pennits.
“Due to safety, in case of emergen
cies—fire, earthquakes—we need to
know exactly who’s residing in these
apartments,” said Goin. “Unregistered
residents are a main concern and park
ing permits is a first step to help with
the situation.”
Despite the reasons from Residential
Life, some students have expressed out
raged. It became the biggest discussion

topic on the FirstClass Open Forum
over the summer with students seeing
the permits as unnecessary and some
had suspicions on the timing since many
students are gone. But the biggest con
cern has been the issue visitors needing
parking permits.
“They (Residential Life) couldn’t
possibly expect our visiting par
ents to make the hike down the
hill could they?” asked resident
Brandon Wehman. Visitors would
have been forced to park on desig
nated streets such as Manassas and
Bunker Hill.
But for now, those are on hold as
Residential Life plans to get more stu
dent input when students are back for
the fall semester.
“There’s a limited amount of parking
spaces and people who live here get
priority,” said Goin.

New UPD officer ready to protect and serve
Maxwell Green, Staff Writer
Maxwell_GreEn @<Sjmb.edu

PHOTO BY MAXWELL GREEN

Officer Sarah Riso poses in her police cruiser.

According to McTaggart, the free
waver program is a reason why many
join the UPD and attend school at the
same time.
“Being a small department we all do a
lot of different things,” McTaggart said. In

bigger departments the tasks are divided
into a larger group of officers; where here
there are fewer officers and not as many
tasks, many officers enjoy that.”
Both Schaub and Riso said they
enjoy working with the campus com

munity. Riso said “they’re (UPD) very
community oriented.”
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Officer Sarah Riso will begin her new
position this fall semester, as die University
Police Department’s newest officer. Riso,
a native of Monterey County, recently
completed her police academy training at
Monterey Peninsula College as well as an
internship with the UPD.
Riso was hired as a result of Corporal
Bums, Corporal Pfleger and Officer
Tomasi all transferring to Citrus Heights
Police Department, in Citrus Heights
Sacramento County, this past year.
After the three officers left, one of
the positions was dissolved due to
budget cuts, Riso is filling one of the
positions, and one position remains
open, according to Lieutenant Jay
McTaggart.
Riso has been training as intern with
the UPD concurrently with her MPC
studies since August, 2005.
“We definitely do things that you
don’t experience everyday” and “A lot
of bookwork,” Riso said of her training.
After Riso finishes her two-year degree
at MPC, she plans to attend CSUMB.
“I have an understanding of what a
student at this university experiences
because I was a student and also lived
here in student housing,” Corporal Stacie
Schaub, a 2004 graduate of CSUMB
and Riso’s training officer, said.

What's new at CSUMB dining facilities
monterey Bay aquarium

SEAFOOD

Sustainable

potato-ware
Meghan Lewis, News Editor
Meghan_Lewis@csumb.edu

CSUMB and Sodexho are helping to
build awareness about ocean-friendly
seafood and environmental choices. The
menus at the dining facilities on cam
pus, such as the Otter Bay Café’s, will
now offer only sustainable seafood on
their menu that students can chow down
on with their newly added potato-made
dinnerware.
Bio-plastic dinnerware is made from
crop waste, such as, com, bamboo,
potato, and soy products. The item stu
dents have already noticed is the new
“spud-ware,” the dinnerware made from
potatoes. But watch the “spud-ware”
around hot foods because they have
been known to melt, according to Linda
Nguyen a CSUS student here for a sum
mer program.
Sodexho, CSUMB’s dining facilities,
recent partnership with the Associate
Student Environmental Committee,
Waste Management Committee,
Watershed Institute, Monterey County
Farm to School Partnership and Farm
to College along with various students,
staff and faculty members have made
these changes possible.
CSUMB now offers organic food as
well; and according to

Erika Price, manager of the Otter Bay
Café, over 50 percent of the produce
consumed at CSUMB is organic. Also
the coffee served at various locations

Bio-plastic dinnerware

is made from crop
waste, such as, corn,
bamboo, potato, and

soy products.

on campus is Local Fair Trade organic
coffees.
Sodexho is working closely with stu
dents and faculty members, along with
the Watershed Institute to institute a
community-composting program that
would generate revenue from selling the
composted material back to local farm
ers for fertilization application.
This summer in joint efforts with
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, CSUMB
also decided to join the Seafood Watch
program.

WATCH

a guide for consumers

FAIRTRADE CERTIFIED
The Monterey Bay Aquarium
launched the program in 1999 geared
to educate visitors, students, and com
munity members about how the seafood
choices we make could make a differ
ence. Every visitor at the aquarium has
a choice to take a brochure that “that
helps you make choices that are good
for you and good for the oceans.”
“We’re doing it and with your sup
port we are setting a trend and making
a difference for the environment and
reducing harmful chemical usage by
providers for food, paper and packaging
products,” according to Sodexho.

Earthbound
farm
ORGANIC
Food to live by.
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Can you spare some change?
College tuition and loan interest rates are going
up at exponential rates.
Brennan Phelan, Staff Reporter
Brennan_Phelan@cslmb.edu

The interest rates of a Stafford stu
dent loan, as of July 1, 2006, are
up to a whopping 6.8 percent. The
increase is a dramatic leap from last
year’s 4.8 percent and will affect
students who receive unsubsidized
Stafford loans.

“When interest rates go
up it all depends on the
budget that year and what
the federal government
decides.”
-AN ANONYMOUS SOURCE
FROM FINANCIAL AID OFFICE.

“My student loans are helping
me to pay for school right now, but
after I graduate I will have to spend
a lot of years paying them off. The
interest rate has just gone up and
it stresses me out to think of the
money I will owe after college,” said
Caitlyn Lombard, CSUMB junior.
CSUMB participates in the Federal
Family Education Loan program, in
which loans are provided by a pri
vate lender and the funds are guar
anteed by the federal government.
Federal Stafford loans are available
for undergraduate and graduate stu
dents and must be repaid after stu
dents complete their degree.
“When interest rates go up it all
depends on the budget that year
and what the federal government

decides,” said an employee of the
financial aid office who withheld
her name, “this is the highest the
rates have been since I’ve been
here, but if you have a student loan
you know that the rates fluctuate
so it hasn’t really been a shock to
students at CSUMB.”
The interest rate on Stafford loans
is variable but will never exceed
8.25 percent. Depending on what
a student qualifies for based on
their FAFSA paperwork, loans are
granted as either subsidized or
unsubsidized. A subsidized Stafford
loan means the federal government
pays the interest rate on the loan
while the student is in school. The
rising interest rate most dramati
cally affects students who receive

unsubsidized Stafford loans because
they are responsible for paying the
variable interest rate from the time
they begin using the loan.
“The fact that the interest rate
fluctuates is very bothersome to me
because it is difficult to anticipate
how much we will owe after our son
graduates,” said Craig Cooning, par
ent of CSUMB student.
In the long run the higher interest
rate does affect students receiv
ing unsubsidized Stafford loans
because it adds to their amount
of debt after they graduate. The
number may not have seemed to
increase significantly, but every bit
adds up with interest rates contrib
uting to the total sum of money that
many students will owe.

Average Cost of Four Years of College

PROVIDED BY http://WWW.STAFEORDLOAN.COM/

CAITLYN LOMBARD, CSUMB JUNIOR
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“The interest rate has just gone up and it stresses me out to think
of the money I will owe after college.”

Southern Belle
turned Californian
CSUMB’s new President Harrison has vast interests
Meghan Lewis, News Editor
Meghan_Lewis@csumb.edu

A reggae enthusiast, a weekend tennis Monterey Peninsula.
player, and a southern seafood connois
Harrison and Wujack met in junior
seur; these are just a few of the hobbies high and where sweethearts until they
and interests that make up the essence of parted after the ninth grade. It was only
CSUMB president, Dianne Harrison.
five years ago in 2001 that they reunited
Bom in Summit, New Jersey on New and married last April. Harrison has
Year’s Day, Harrison is an Easterner by two children from a pervious marriage,
birth and a Southern belle at heart.
Melisa is 24 years old and John Paul is
Harrison grew up in New Jersey 21 years old.
cheerleading and participating in the
Although a majority of Harrison’s
majorette squad after she
family resides in
moved to the South.
the
South, includ
If she [Harrison] had
Like every child, when
ing Alabama and

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PRESIDENT DIANNE HARRISON
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she grew up she wanted
to be a doctor, lawyer or
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Harrison and her husband, John Wujack, in Paris
(Bottom Right).President Harrison with her children
John Paul and Melisa In Spain. Harrison sailing on
the open waters of the Caribbean (Top Right).

any super power ¡t

Indiana, she is
enjoying her time
thoroughly here in
Monterey.
Harrison prefers
tea over coffee,
Friday to Saturday
and the color blue
to red. If she had any super power it
would be to speak all the languages of
the world, although she does speak bits
of French, Spanish and German.
In her spare time she can be caught
catching up on all of John Steinbeck
books, but is a fan of Herman Wok, the
author of “Winds of War”.
Although Harrison plans to be very
busy this upcoming semester she is
looking forward to meeting as many
student as possible on a personal basis
which she expressed during June
Orientations for incoming transfer and
freshmen students. She is positive she
will have atleast “one thing in common
with every student on campus.”

would be to speak all
the languages of the
world, although she does
speak bits of French,
Spanish and German.

a teacher, but it was an
ever changing decision
until she got into grad
school and received her
M. A. and later, a Ph.D in
social work.
She chose social work because of the
“availability of scholarship money.” Her
thesis was on HIV prevention and she
worked in a mental hospital throughout
the years following her degree.
Throughout her life Harrison has trav
eled all over the globe; her favorite
spots include Vietnam, Prague, and the
Dominican Republic. But her dream
vacation is a visit to the Maldives in the
Pacific Ocean.
Her perfect weekend includes “going
on a walk with my husband, watching a
movie, that is anything but science fic
tion and eating a nice dinner at home.”
Her husband, John Wujack, is cur
rently enjoying his retired life kayak
ing, and riding his bike around the

ACRONYM NAVIGATOR
TMAC

Telecommunications, Multimedia, and Applied Computing

GS

Global Studies

MAJORS

WLC World Languages and Cultures
MPA Music and Performing Arts

HCOM Human Communications
HPW Human Performance and Wellness
MATH Mathematics

CHHS
VPA
SBS

ISSM

Collaborative Health and Human Services

Visual and Public Art

Social and Behavioral Sciences

BUILDINGS

Integrated Studies Special Major

BUSS Business Administration B.S. LS Liberal Studies
ESSP Earth Science System and Policies
TAT Teledramatic Arts and Technology

COURSES

BBC Black Box Cabaret
The UC University Center
WLC World Language Culture
HDEV Human Development
MLC Media Learning Center

Vibrancy ULR Health and Physical Education
MLML Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
CST

Government, Politics, and Policymaking

SERVICES

DC Dining Commons
ULR University Learning Requirement
OE Otter Express
MLO Major Learning Outcome
OBC Otter Bay Café
HSP Health and Social Policy
UPD University Police Department
FYS First Year Seminar
SL Service Learning
TAPS Transportation and Parking Services
ASAP Academic Skills Achievement ProgramArt
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GPP

Communications Science and Technology

“Local
My Thai Cuisine

210 Reindollar Ave. Marina
831.883.9677
Monday - Friday
11am-3pm, 5pm-close
Saturday
Noon-3pm, 4:30-close
Sunday Closed

quality, value

Adam Joseph, Editor in Chief

Inside the cottage-like chalet in Marina,

of time. The result is a silkier and less rich

culinary magic of the Thai kind has been

complimenting flavor that doesn’t overbear

performed daily for the past two years,

the other ingredients.

Ad am_Joseph@csumb . edu

attracting patrons from as far as Pacific

Grove and Carmel.

Many of the dishes include a choice of
chicken, beef, pork, tofu, or shrimp ($3.00

My Thai has an addictive effect on the

extra). The spicy garlic chili basil noodle

pallet; after the first meal, it’s inevitable

with chicken ($7.95) has an irresistible

there will be a second in the near future.

aroma and a spicy sweet taste made from

The two-room bungalow has a small din

the perfect blend of chili, basil, and garlic.

ing room and a kitchen, which also has a

The pad Thai noodle (7.95) with a choice

few tables for diners to watch the prepara

of meat continues to be one of the restau

tion of their dishes, freshly made to order.

rant favorites: noodles and tofu stir-fried in

My Thai Cuisine offers dishes unlike

any other Thai restaurant, prepared with a

a delicately sweet Thai sauce, topped with
shredded peanuts and bean sprouts.

unique style and intricate technique; usu

Sam Bhundhumani, owner of My Thai,

ally curry sauce is thickened with peanuts,

works in the restaurant daily greeting and

but My Thai’s curry sauce is thickened by

meeting all his loyal customers with a big

simmering the sauce for an extended period

smile; he knows they’ll keep coming back.

Mango sauce tofu is prepared.

marina restaurants
PHOTOS BY ADAM JOSEPH

Daniel Sanchez, an employee of Michael’s

since it opened three years ago says, “We

The wet burrito ($4.59), a choice of beef,

make everything each morning.”

chicken or potato smothered in red chili,

That includes new batches of guacamole

cheese and scallions, is the most economi

and salsa, which is the best salsa I’ve had

cal bang for one’s buck on the menu.

in Monterey County.

The most popular menu item, the house

Sanchez says flavors change as spices

burrito ($8.99), probably weighs around

age therefore it’s necessary to make fresh

eight pounds and is sufficient enough for

salsa every morning; this is a pitfall of many

lunch and dinner; this Mexican monster is

Mexican restaurants.

Another attraction to

Michael's
Grill and Taquería

The chicken fajita salad is a hardy yet healthy Micheal’s dish.

Mexican meals cooked in animal fat.

265 Reservation Rd. Marina
831.884.2568
Monday - Saturday
10:30am-9pm
Sunday
10:30am-8pm

packed with charbroiled shrimp, blackened

chicken, chili sauce, pico de

Michael’s is the method

Take out advice from the back of the

in which the food is

Michael’s gallo, cilantro, lime juice and

cooked. Vegetable oil is

sides of black beans, sour cream, and gua

used instead of lard, so

camole. menu: “It’s a bad idea [to keep the

your meal will not be

bag of food] in the back of a pickup truck

followed by that period

with the dog.”

of lethargy which usu
ally comes with some

It’s a “good idea, on the floor, firmly
between the seats.”
\
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AND AMBIANCE
Jack London’s Grill and Taproom in downtown Carmel
has been a local favorite for years providing patrons

with a unique Carmel experience.
By day the restaurant feeds the herds of tourists that

frequent this vacation destination, and by night it trans

forms into a local hotspot open late.
On Friday nights, a common activity includes sitting

in the dimly-lit bar and conversing with Icelandic bar

tender Konrad, who has been tending the bar for over
20 years.

Jack London’s offers a newly renovated menu full of
Louisiana favorites and grill classics. If you stop in for

a drink, the bar offers a wide selection of beer on tap at
$4.50 a pint.

Jack London’s offers a dishes from burgers to filet
minot, and whatever elese you may crave.
The “Gumbo De Jour” ($8.25) is a homemade Louisiana
style thick, spicy stew served over rice with

warm ciabatta bread is quite filling.

The Bay House
PHOTOS BY ADAM JOSEPH

seaside

Good views, good eats and outstanding service.

leaf of mint.
A friend said the hollanda

ise sauce served with the eggs

The Bay House, only a few months old,

Benedict is among the best she has

may be Seaside’s most valuable, yet to

ever had. The Bay House’s take on pan

be discovered jewel, in the entire city.

cakes, “Jesse Cakes,” are slightly larger

All the breakfast entrees on the menu

than silver dollars, slightly sweeter than

average around $7.00, and the quality

pancakes, and they are served fluffy

and serving size cannot be compared to

and hot.

any other local breakfast eatery.

The pleasant atmosphere can be

The most notable and exquisite touch

attributed to the oceanfront view and

being the side of fruit that comes as a

the single fresh red rose placed on every

side dish choice with most meals: an

table in the restaurant.

ample-sized jubilee of fresh blueberries,

The Bay House also serves sand

raspberries, cantaloupe, kiwi, banana,

wiches, salads, and incredible burgers

and watermelon, topped off with a fresh

for those who crave a lunchtime item.

...an ample-sized jubilee of fresh blueberries,
raspberries, cantaloupe, kiwi, banana, and
watermelon, topped off with a fresh leaf of mint.

988 Fremont Blvd. Seaside
831.899.9922
Monday - Saturday
6:30am-3pm
Sunday
7am-2:30pm

When the mood for some real bar food
calls, the fried chicken sandwich ($10.25)

hits the spot. The gigantic, homemade,

crunchy fried chicken breast is served on a
bun. On the side, it comes with a large por

tion of fresh French fries. A pint of “Carmel
Wheat” hefeweizen offered goes perfect.

Happy hour is offered Monday thru Friday 4:30

p.m. to 6:30 p.m. $1 off house wines and well drinks,

and free food. On Fridays delicious and free spaghetti,
salad, chips and salsa are offered to patrons.

carmel

Kimber Solana, Arts Editor
Kimber_Solana@CSUMB.edu

Jack London’s
Grill and Taproom
Dolores St. between
5th and 6th Aves.,Carmel
831.624.2336

Monday - Saturday
11 am-midnight

Sunday
10am
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Kimber Solana, Editor
KimberSolan a@CSUMB .edu

Elli’s Great American Restaurant really
lives up to its name. A Statue of Liberty
replica greets guests on the door, tables
are set with a single rose and utensils

in a Hershey’s Syrup can, and the first

sentence of the preamble of the U.S.
Constitution is sketched on the walls.
Upon being seated, a tray of corn

bread and good, old fashion apple sauce

is delivered hot, to the table. The corn

bread is sweet with a light texture.
The deep fried artichoke hearts served

with their “mojo” dipping sauce ($7.95)

is a popular appetizer, for good reason.
It’s crunchy, golden fried goodness that

blends perfectly with the tender heart in
which it surrounds.

For the main course, bite into a PG

Beach Burger ($7.25/single; $8.95/dou-

Ellis also has outdoor seating under the beautiful Monterey sky

PHOTO BY KIMBER SOLANA

ble). It’s a quarter pound burger with

monterey

cheese, mayo, mustard, ketchup, relish,

onions, lettuce, and tomatoes.
For a patriotic dessert, the apple

dumpling a la mode ($4.95) easily satis

With a name like “Peppers,” things

and it’s filling enough for another meal.

fies all. The warm caramel over the cin

are expected to have a little zest and

The burrito is tender with a smoky flavor

namon flavored pastry and large Granny

spice. It’s a cozy classroom size café

while the relleno is sweet and covered

Smith apple culminates in celebration

slightly hidden in one of the intersecting

with melted cheese. Tacos, enchiladas,

combined with cold vanilla ice cream.

streets of Lighthouse

But don’t assume, the restaurant only

serves burgers and fries. America is a
melting pot as is Elli’s. Their menu has
a variety of different foods including

arts

sandwiches, salads and pasta dishes.

Pepper's
Mexican Cafe
170 Forest Ave. Pacific Grove
831.373.6892
Call for hours

PHOTO BY KIMBER SOLANO

Pepper’s is a fun and fresh place to eat.
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Avenue.

With

ample amounts of

two-top tables, it

is a great place to
bring a date.

pacific
grove

tostadas

and

tamales

are

also available.

It’s served with
refried beans

and rice.

If the sight of an ice-cold margar

Along with the combination plates, try

ita isn’t tempting, then walk past the

their seafood menu and enjoy a roasted

bar and take a seat in the room decorated

red pepper & garlic snapper ($13.95)

with every known painting and picture

or grilled prawns ($15.95) served with

of chili peppers. Once seated, a tray of

black beans, rice and tortillas.

warm chips is served with a small bowl

Of course, what kind of a MexiCali

of green and red salsa. Be careful, the

restaurant would Peppers be without

salsa is a bit on the spicy side.

fajitas and chiles. A vegetarian fajita

Their best deal is the combination

($10.95) and beef or chicken fajita

plates; up to three items for ($14.95).

($13.95) are on the menu along with

Order the chile rellenos and a beef bur

chile colorado and chile verde (both

rito as a two item ($11.95) combination

$12.95).

Maxwell Green, Writer

The small sushi bar offers creative

M axwell_Green@C SUM B. edu

varieties of rolls ranging from raw spicy
Throughout history, there naturally has

tuna and grilled eel to crab and cucum

been a competition to see who can make

ber.

the bigger and better product; from

At the Hawaiian grill, customers can

ships and jet airliners to hamburgers and

make their own dishes from a selection

steaks. Sakura has joined the competi

of raw ingredients and have a chef cook

tion for buffets.

it to order. Sakura also has an extensive

salad and desert bar.

This newcomer to Salinas opened nine

The modem minimalist Japanese

months ago, the day after Christmas and

décor makes for a laid back atmosphere

has had a very welcomed start.

where a pair of jeans and a Quicksilver

The business card says “Over 100

T-shirt fit the dress code.

Items Daily.” Sakura goes above and

beyond seafood serving an eclectic
variety of traditional dishes from the

Pacific include: Hawaiian, Korean,

Sakura Buffet

Japanese, and Chinese. At $7.53 for

14 N. Main St. Salinas
831.443.3880

lunch and about $11 for dinner the

value is incredible.

Sunday - Thursday
1 lam-9pm

Friday & Saturday
11 am-10pm

salinas
El

Polio

Dorado,

El Pollo Dorado employee, Felipe, prepares chicken.

El Polio Dorado

which translated in

701 E. Alisal Salinas
831.424.5444

English is, “the gold

Monday-Saturday

chicken.” The smell

9am-9pm

Sunday

of chicken
barbequing surrounds

A chef prepares a salmon roll at the sushi bar. A view of the main buffet
area (Top Right).

10am-9pm

the restaurant.
A chicken meal

ranges from a whole chicken complete

with beans, rice, salad and tortillas for
$14.00 or just a solo quarter piece of

chicken for $3.25. Other combination
meals are also offered at varied prices.

Other than chicken, El Polio Dorado
serves tacoria classics like burritos,

tacos, sopes and more. The taquería
items range from$3 to $8. The big pic

arts

ture menu in the front of the restaurant is

a great help for those less familiar with
Mexican cuisine.
PHOTOS BY MAXWELL GREEN
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Nick Noble, Staff Reporter
NlCHOLAS_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU

The CSUMB campus lies along a stretch
of coastline that includes an assortment
of small towns all with their own flavor.
From Surf City’s everything goes atti
tude to the most escapist-minded her
mits of Big Sur, a cultural microclimate
is just minutes away.
Hospitality workers flood into
Monterey during the day. At night, stu
dents and singles bring their laptops
into coffee shops while others line up
outside nightclubs. “Monterey is like
a calico cat,” Aaron Sean Birk said, an
employee a downtown tobacco shop.
He said there is a different vibe from
hangout to hangout, from Café Noir to
Morgan’s Coffee. Visually, Monterey’s
beauty and dirty laundry form a patchwork of juxtaposition. Oil drums rust
alongside ritzy hotels, and ancient wood
pilings fall into the ocean. “Nobody
knows what’s going on,” Birk added.
Brian La Place has come to know
Monterey by working in a music shop and
gigging with his band Plaster at local night

PHOTOS BY NICK NOBLE

clubs. He feels that, compared to Santa
Cruz, there’s more order in Monterey.
“You can’t sit on a bench here and swear
at people in the middle ofAlvarado Street;
we wouldn’t put up with that,” said La
place, “But in Santa Cruz I could see the
cops say ‘we don’t want to infringe upon
his right to swear at people.’”
Aptos, a somewhat private commu
nity in the southern skirts of Santa Cruz
County, is full of surfable beaches and
walkable neighborhoods. Area conve
nience stores are sure to sell gourmet cof
fee, kettle chips, and sport a good selec
tion of microbrews and mid-priced wine.

The sandy cliffs are home to eucalyptus
trees, lookout/make out benches, and an
active wooden railroad bridge.
In Carmel by the Sea, a CEO and an
artist might smile at one another’s silly
looking dog, both just glad to be on a
Carmel beach. One of the most romantic
towns near the Peninsula, Carmel is an
excellent place for dinner and a sunset.
Walk off that bottle of wine touring the
eclectic art galleries.
Carmel Valley is a unique blend of
good weather, outdoor activities, and
excellent hospitality. The Carmel Valley
Village is home to rustic cafes and gate

way to the Los Padres Dam and Arroyo
Seco. A handful of luxury resorts keep
the golf courses and wine tasting rooms
busy while the public lands at Garland
Ranch ascend from the Carmel River to
mountaintops with panoramic views.
Big Sur is its own thing altogether.
The reclusive locals are invisible to
outsiders as long as attention is paid
to the endless “no trespassing” signs.
Hiking up the Big Sur River to the
gorge at Pfeiffer Park continues to be
amongst the most popular activities.
There, visitors picnic atop sun drenched
boulders and swim in the pristine pools.
Beaches like Andrew Molerá State Park
are spectacular on a nice day. Keep an
open mind; there’s bound to be some
nudity on the Big Sur beaches.
“Back in the day when the base was
open, that’s when Seaside was really poppin,” said John DiMaria, a Seaside native.
“That’s when crime was bad; drug traf
ficking and prostitution, everything was
at its peak in the late eighties and early
nineties.” According to DiMaria, Seaside
changed considerably after the closure
of Fort Ord. “All the mom and pop busi
nesses closed, schools shrank big time,
and all the sporting programs shrank.”
It’s kind of in a rebuilding stage, thentearing down all the old buildings, all the
old stores and shops and their putting up
all this new stuff... Sand City was just a
city of sand, now it’s got a Target, Circuit
City, and Costco.”
Seaside has all the conveniences any
college student could ask for, and it’s safe
again to walk along the sheet at night.
Nobody’s hurting for anything to do,
either. “We live right on the beach, so we
go down to the beach, we’ve got moun
tains around here, so we go hiking, we
go camping, anything. Outdoor activity is
huge around here,” DiMaria added.
There’s a lot of exploring to be done
around the Monterey Bay and Peninsula.
From town to town, foliage, wildlife,
people, and culture keep this area excit
ing to discover and rediscover.

Coast of versatifitv
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Leslie Connolly, Staff Writer
Leslie_Connolly@csumb .edu

While professors were lecturing in sum
mer school, CSUMB professors Heath
Proskin and Ryan Masters were releas
ing their debut album, Blackout Rolling,
with their band, The Suborbitals.
Heath Proskin, also known as
Aloyisus Featherbottom sets up his
educational shop in the Mathematics
and Statistics Department and Ryan
Masters, also known as Goatfish
Johnson, teaches creative writing in the
Human Communications Department.
Just about every Thursday, the
Suborbitals perform at Ocean Thunder,
the venue they call home.
Blackout Rolling’s 13 dynamic tracks
are lyrically inebriating, enhanced by
catchy bass riffs and gnarly percussion.
“405,” a mellow number, in which
the lyrics and guitar riffs blend into a
smooth jazz tune, is my favorite track
on the album; it’s unpredictable and
engagingly erratic.

Adam's Pics

“Happy Accidents” is a happy accident
alone on the video store shelf next to
“Teen Wolf Too” and “Juwanna Mann,”
on a Saturday night.
Surprisingly, “Happy Accidents” is a
gem of a little film; insightful, honest,
humorous, intelligent, and absent of
the mindless bathroom humor and bad
acting Hollywood usually implants hap
hazardly into romantic comedies.
Intertwined with the romance and
comedy of the film is a witty screenplay
full of material that is just, as intuitive
and reasonable as anything found in
the futuristic existential worlds created
inside a Phillip K. Dick short story or an
Isaac Asimov novel.
According to Sam, by the year 2439
mankind has survived two ice ages,
most humans are clones created by cor
porations, and his parents are “anachronists” who live on a commune and prac
tice the discouraged act of reproducing
through sex.
Tomei’s performance as the rela
tionship-seeking, neurotically erratic
Ruby is one that should have been
acknowledged more than it was, if it

was acknowledged at all. Tomei gives
Ruby such complexity in her reactions
to Sam’s claims; her hysterics are acted
out carefully, portraying love, humilia
tion, anger, and frustration clearly.
D’Onofrio, more a chameleon of an
actor than most people think, perfectly
blends the mechanical demeanor of a
futuristic automaton with the humility
of a love that consumes him. The some
times awkward juxtaposition of the two
characters boils into pleasantness and
overall charm; two elements that are
frequently void in modem day romantic
comedies.
“Happy Accidents” like John
Carpenter’s “Starman” released over
20 years ago, creates a science fictional
scenario embodied with true human
emotion making the extraordinarily
impossible appear slightly possible even
if only for a moment.
But unlike “Starman,” Anderson
keeps Sam’s time traveler story a mys
tery. There is only vague evidence that
Sam is telling the truth but there is even
less evidence that he is lying.
Ruby’s skepticism causes doubt along

with a plausible explanation that he suf
fers from a mental illness.
Ruby continues to cling onto a dollop
of hope, out of the love inside her heart
that Sam really is a time traveler from
the year 2439.

Sony Pictures
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Brad Anderson’s “Happy Accidents,”
has slid under the mainstream and
swerved up and around the indie-cult
crowd since its theatrical release in
2000.
But there’s a good reason for such
a mass rejection of the film; at first
glance, the summary of the film usually
goes something like this:
In this romantic comedy with a scifi twist, Ruby Weaver (Marisa Tomei)
falls in love with Sam Deeds (Vincent
D’Onofrio), a self-proclaimed timetraveler who says he’s from Dubuque,
Iowa, now “on the Atlantic Coast” in the
year 2439. He took the long journey to
avoid being wrongfully prosecuted for
his younger sister’s death.
Most likely those who have seen
“Happy Accidents,” rented it as one of
those “last resort” rentals left sitting

The lyrics from “405” may give some
insight into what college professors are
really like outside of the classroom: “
Infernal glow of a thousand tail lights,
last of the valium keeps this serpent
wrapped tight, speeding blinding now I
drive to forget, I placed your naked bod
ies in the car wreck”
The title track, “Blackout Rolling,”
is another one of my favorite tracks.
The impressive saxophone instrumental
laden throughout the song brilliantly
juxtaposes the rhythmically sexual lyr
ics that flow along side the slow tempo
Fendel Yonkers lays out on percussion.
The song has been known to give lis
teners dreams of soaking in an oversized
bottle of “cheap red wine”.
The album’s insightful and some
times spiteful lyrics are playful and
existential: “You’re perfect for me cause
you’re already dead.”
The Suborbitals with be playing on
September 20th at 8 p.m. at Monterey
Live.
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The Suborbitals’ debut album rolls...
and rocks

The Resident Tourist
conquers

the Gorge

a rts

A local’s secret or a tourist’s dream.
Stuck about a 50 minutes south of
Monterey and around 30 feet above sea
level in the heart of Big Sur; a place full
of stunning hills, fan little rapids and
deep pools to jump or swim in. A place
some people call “heaven.” Me, I call it
the “Gorge.”
Before leaving on the trip I talked
to some friends local to the area, about
the gorge and that I was going to write
about it. They seemed to be unhappy
about the idea and one of them said, “I
remember when I was younger there
would be no one out there, now it is
completely packed in the summer.”
They’re explanation of the gorge’s
exponential growth in garbage and visi
tors are: writers have spotlighted the
area and made it out to be an ideal vaca
tion spot for families.
I made a promise to my friends that I
wouldn’t give away that exact location
of the gorge in the article, but I did want
to show the gorge experience through
someone who had never been there.
We had left early in the morning down
the treacherous stretch of Highway 1;
place where one wrong turn would end
in ruins after a dive off of a cliff. But
we were on our way to a day of fan in
Big Sur.
We pulled over, ditched the car at the
entrance of the park, and then grabbed
some food from a small burger joint
before we started the hike.
The single-track dirt trail was lined
with poison oak, the air was fresh with
pine and eucalyptus, and we had no idea
where we were going.
After 40 minutes without seeing any
one I concluded that we were lost. Just
as I began to think our day was over, we
came upon it: a boulder filled river set
between two steep 100 foot tall walls,
neatly covered with wild flowers and
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beautiful trees stretched out over the
river like fingertips. It was the gorge.
It was easy to see why my friend
didn’t want anyone else to know about
this place; the rocks jutted out of deep
pools of water forming perfect swim
ming and diving holes, and the overall
aura was something near magical.
It was like they said, there were tons
of people in the gorge and we even man
aged to pick up an unopened beer which
had been floating down the river.
Further up the gorge we made it
to a deep pool with a swing, which
hung from a tree on a muddy cliff out
stretched over the water about 15 feet
in the air. After watching the kids jump
a few times and taking mental notes of
where to land, I tried it out.
Climbing as high as I could, I swung
off, let go, and landed feet first into the
deep icy cold water. After the first jump
I wanted to go again, so the kids and I
took turns climbing as high as we could
and doing as many different tricks as we
could while cheering each other on to go
bigger and crazier.
Reluctantly, we left the pool to climb
higher and go further up the gorge. The
higher we got the better it seemed to
get. There were less and less people and
more and more wild life.
The day was almost over and it began
to get dark. The crowd was starting
to thin out. We decided to head back
before it got too late.
I started understanding the reason for
my friend’s concerns, even though they
might not go to the gorge every day, they
want the comfort of returning at anytime
and seeing it in the same condition as it
was when they left it as children.
So if you really want to go to the
gorge it won’t be very hard to find, and
many people know about it, it will just
take a little effort on your behalf.

CSUMB's new

Field of Dreams

Jon Allred, Sports Editor
Jon_Allred@csumb.edu

Andrea Kenney. “CSUMB is showing
how much they want the athletic depart
ment to succeed. This project shows that
they want us to be at a top level and I am
enthusiastic about the future of CSUMB
athletics.”
With artificial turf being used instead
of natural grass, games will no longer be
rained out as the field will dry within ten
minutes after an hour of rain.
“Hopefully, there will be no bad
hops as a result of bad maintenance,”
said Kenney.
“It will be a beautiful environment to
represent CSUMB and serve as a visual
ambassador for those that attend games,
camps and clinics that CSUMB hosts,”
Added Cairel.

Aug. 17—Sep. 18,2006 | Otter Realm | 17

s p o rts

“If you build it, he will come,” is
the famous line Shoeless Joe Jackson’s
ghost says to Kevin Costner in the 1989
film, “Field of Dreams.”
Almost 18 years after the classic
baseball film’s release, CSUMB is hop
ing to have their own “field of dreams”
as construction nears completion on the
new softball and soccer facility.
Scheduled for completion in early
2007, the new facility has been in
development for quite some time as it
was a part of former athletic director,
Bill Trumbo’s master plan to upgrade
CSUMB athletic department.

With a design layout to accommo coaches. After an inaugural season that
date future upgrades, this facility, along included being kicked off of three dif
with the existing
ferent fields
soccer
fields,
in
Seaside
“This facility will rank among one of
will be the cor
and Marina,
the top facilities for these sports in
nerstone of the
a
practice
athletic depart
field covered
the conference”
ment and add a
in
gopher
-CSUMB DIRECTOR OF SOCCER
new dimension
holes caus
AND MEN’S SOCCER COACH, ARTIE CAIREL.
of training for all
ing players to
sports and clubs
drop like flies
at CSUMB.
with injuries
“This facility will rank among one and home games played at the Salinas
of the top facilities for these sports in Sports Complex, the softball team are
the conference,” said CSUMB direc happy to have a real home field.
tor of soccer and men’s soccer coach,
“The women stayed positive with
Artie Cairel.
less than positive conditions and they
Those most excited about the new should be more than ready to play
facility are the softball players and this year,” said CSUMB softball coach,

2006 WORLD Cup

...the highs and the lows

Jon Allred, Sports Editor

and was thrown out of the game.
Lost in the midst of Greg Luganis
wannabes and WWE (World Wrestling
A head butt, players falling to the ground Entertainment) auditions, the 2006
as if a crowbar had been smashed into World Cup lived up to its moniker
their knee to draw a foul and trigger- of “One Game Changes Everything.”
happy officials; only a few of the lasting Italy, whose premier soccer league,
memories from the 2006 Fifa World Cup. players and coachers were under federal
The ugly side of soccer made headlines investigation for an illegal gambling
throughout the month long tournament. ring, defeated France, 5-3, in shoot
Officials handed out a record-break out kicks to win its fourth World Cup
ing 345 yellow (warning) and 28 red championship and first since 1982.
(ejection) cards, with the match between
Ghana, seeded in the “pool of death”
Portugal and the Netherlands accounting with team USA, Czech Republic
for 16 yellow and four red cards by itself. and Italy, shocked the soccer world
The high number of cards prompted by defeating the number two world
discussion about the referees, who were ranked Czech Republic in group play
heavily criticized by soccer pursuits and and advancing to the second round of
ESPN soccer analyst Eric Wynalda for the tournament.
being too quick to pull out cards.
Brazil, the heavily favored and
In addi
defending world
tion, soccer
champions,
It was the ugly side of soccer that
fans around
with superstars
made headlines throughout the
the world
Ronaldinho and
witnessed
Ronaldo, were
month long tournament.
an ugly end
upset in the
to a legend
quarterfinals by
ary career as French striker Zinedine France, 1-0.
Zidane, playing in his last World Cup
Team USA, scoring two goals in
tournament, tarnished his legacy forever. three games, was given a reality check
In the closing moments of extra time in by being eliminated in the first round
the championship game, Zidane head of play, realizing that USA soccer still
butted Italian defender Marco Materazzi has a long way to go before competing
in the chest in retaliation for something with the likes of Italy and Brazil.
Materazzi said about Zidane’s family
Jon_Allred@csumb.edu

Zidane head butting Marco Materazzi in the final game of the world cup.
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Otter basketball: fall preview and update
Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor

s p o rts

Chad_Ghiron@csumb.edu

With the loss of Otters’ head coach,
Bill Trumbo, and three of their top
players, the second season as an
NCAA division II team may look
bleak. However, the start of the new
school year means a fresh start.
The Otters, who went 5-8 in divi
sion II and 8-15 overall for the sea
son, are undergoing several changes,
from new staff to new NCAA and
CCA signs.
Pat Kosta, named the Otters’ new
head coach, is the fourth coach in
CSUMB history. A veteran on the
staff, Kosta has been with the Otters
for the past six years, starting as an
18 Otter Realm Aug. 17-Sep. 18, 2006

assistant coach.
“I have been watching as this team
grew from a club team to now a com
parable D2 team,” said Kosta. “This
year, it’s going to be a new look and
a new feel all around here.”
As the new head coach, Kosta has
been making trips down south and all
over the state recruiting new players,
which will fill the offensive gaps
left by the players lost to graduation.
While recruiting, Kosta has found
three players from Los Angels, one
from Rippon High in Sacramento,
one from San Diego and one from
Reedly, close to Fresno.
Kosta hopes “this will make up
the forty-point deficit from the play
ers lost,” but also says, “the lineup
is nowhere close to final and we’ll

keep trying new and different play
ers until it feels right. This year,
there will be no J.V. or freshman
team, so anyone we bring in will be
with the varsity team.”
There are some returning play
ers that have the attention of the
coaching staff and other players.
Richard Jenkins, a senior who gave
the otters their first and only lead,
1-0, in the first few minutes of the
game against UCLA. Also, Harold
“Augie” Johnston, who put up nine
points against UCLA, is a second
year varsity player who spent a year
on the freshman team and sopho
more standout Joe Mitchell, who was
named otter rookie of the year at last
years team banquet.
While Kosta is traveling and

recruiting all over the state, back at
home, many changes are in the pro
cess of getting started: new floors
for the court, new lights for the gym,
new paint and new NCAA division II
and CCA signs. 1
Along with the renovation of the
gym the team will be getting new
jerseys, shoes and practice gear.
The preseason will kick off on Nov.
15th against St. Mary’s, their/first
division I team of the season, “We
should be pretty good,” said return
ing otter Larry Joe Lindquist. “It
will be nothing like the game against
UCLA were we lost 104-41. We
should have a chance.”
“We’re going to be a really tight
team and it’s gonna be a good year.”

If the words move you...
searching for spirituality in literature

Nick Noble, Staff Writer
NlCHOLAS_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU

sonal legend.”
The Dalai Lama has published a great
many books in his lifetime. “Ethics for
the New Millennium” is an example
of this morally evolved writer setting
his position aside and seeking common
ground that will motivate a diverse soci
ety into moral high ground. This code of
ethics transcends religious orientation
and shares reasonable methods for mak
ing decisions.
“Siddhartha,” a short novel by Herman
Hesse, has been embraced by writers
of the beatnik era and served as the
impetus for spiritual inquiry of count
less young adults since then. Although
the protagonist’s name is the same as
Buddha’s (Siddhartha), the book is not
any sort of Buddhist indoctrination.
“Siddhartha” is about a young man in
India who leaves his father’s home in
search of a new way of life. After spend
ing several years in the forest, he meets
the Buddha and listens to his teach

ings. He realizes that although Buddha’s
teachings are as good as any, Siddhartha
will have to listen to his own heart and
learn for himself. Over the course of a
long and changing life, he rejects teach
ers and learns that by listening to nature
and to his heart, he will know what he
has to do.
The recent popularity of Dan Brown’s
“The Da Vinci Code” signals a public
interest in faith and in the significance
of its details. Whether or not Brown’s
novel has factual grounding, the public
shows an open mind as they embrace
this deviation of a sacred history.
Novels often present the same prin
ciples as ancient or sacred texts, but
sometimes through more of a no-pressure, take-it-or-leave-it medium. As we
live and mature with ideas in our back
pocket, some we’ll keep, others we’ll
abandon or trade in for new ones. The
ideas are out there, and a good way to
find them is through reading.
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Challenges and education faced during
the college experience lead us to values
we can either leave behind or pack to
equip the trip of a lifetime. The experi
ence is a good opportunity to see how
well a belief helps us achieve happi
ness, or to piece together our goals and
wisdom into a web of courage and solu
tions. Exploration of new ideas helps in
reevaluating these methods that have
been held for some time.
Creating friendships with people of
different backgrounds and taking classes
in religion or philosophy help put into
perspective the assumptions that inhibit
our well being. There is also a good
selection of books pertaining to the pur
suit of happiness and facing challenges.
While it’s common to feel overwhelmed

by academic reading assignments dur
ing the semester, it is important to take
personal time with a book of your own
choice. An author’s shared experience
or a story about coming of age can help
readers sort out their own priorities,
needs, or inhibitions. A philosophy pre
sented through a storytelling format can
be non-threatening and unconfined.
One such book is called “The
Alchemist,” a contemporary novel by
Brazilian author Paulo Coelho. “The
Alchemist” is a gently written tale of a
Spanish shepherd boy who decides to
follow his recurring dream. Along his
journey, he learns that everybody has a
dream or “personal legend” that should
be followed in order to find peace. The
boy learns to observe omens, and about
the universal language that is without
words yet understood by all. Coelho’s
less-is-more style of writing breathes
wisdom into a simple story, and inspires
the reader to ponder his or her own “per

person on campus

Who did you intern for this summer?
a brief look at three unique internship experiences
“I worked in the production department this summer and my primary job was to design and
edit advertisements that appear in the paper every week. I learned so much about not only
print design but working with designers, sales reps, and clients. It has been an amazing
experience.”

Brittany Fischer, senior TMAC major, on her experience at the Monterey
County Weekly

“I spent the summer working for the National Park Service in Yellowstone National Park
as a Park Ranger. While working in Yellowstone I was able to explore the many posi
tions that are available throughout the National Park Service. I had the opportunity to
work with bear and bison management in classifying and counting animals. I assisted
the fisheries program in gillnetting invasive lake trout and worked with the Yellowstone
Center for Resources in developing GIS maps. Other duties included issuing various
permits at the backcountry office, directing traffic at “animal jams”, disposing of animal
carcasses, invasive plant control, boat shuttles, and drove an ambulance.
This summer has been a great experience and gave me an opportunity to see the many
beauties that Yellowstone National Park has to offer.”

Nick Huerta, junior ESSP major, interned as a park ranger at Yellowstone
National Park

“This wasn’t your typical big building/nice office type internship. This was a huge house in the Hollywood hills, and
the second floor was the office. Splash Magazines Worldwide is an online lifestyle magazine and twice a week,
I would come in, sit at a computer and post events. Posting events means imputing information on the website
about upcoming musical festivals, concerts, art galleries, etc. But almost every few weeks, I was given the oppor
tunity to write articles on products the magazine receives from different corporations and companies. I would
review the product, play with it, take it home and write up a 500 word article including our own photos/photos from
PR, There were many other interns from all around the world and it was awesome to be around others that loved
doing the same thing you do. Being in such a tight environment was difficult. My editor didn’t want me socializing
or gossiping with the others and ordered us to have tunnel vision. But, it was worth every minute.”

Alexis Bennett, senior HCOM major, buckled down as an intern for an online lifestyle magazine
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